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Dear Disability Determination Service:

Mr. Wascher comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. He states that he has difficulties with work-related activities because of a low vision. He has a history of CHARGE syndrome and states that he has had low vision for his entire lifetime. There is a history of retinal detachment in 2022 with a surgery done at the University of Michigan. As well, he has had multiple eye muscle surgeries throughout his lifetime. He states that he has “day blindness” which is characterized by sensitivity to light. He cannot read small nor moderate size print and has trouble using a computer. Currently, he is a graduate student studying counseling. He requires special assistance so as to study and maintain his grades.
On examination, the best-corrected visual acuity is 20/400 on the right and 20/100 on the left. This is with a spectacle correction of +2.25 –3.75 x 002 on the right and +1.50 –1.00 x 171 on the left. The near acuity with an ADD of +2.75 measures 20/800 on the right and 20/200 on the left at 14 inches. The near acuity does not change if the ADD is removed. The pupils are irregular in a key-hole configuration. The muscle movements show torsional and a shimmering jerk nystagmus on both sides. There is mild exotropia. Applanation pressures are 22 on both sides. The slit lamp examination shows mild inferior lens opacification on both sides. The pupils are open to the inferior walls on both sides. The anterior chambers are deep and quiet. The fundus examination shows chorio-retinal colobomas on both sides. The eyelids are unremarkable.
Visual field testing utilizing a Goldman-type test with a III4e perimeter on both sides without correction and with good reliability shows 37 degrees of horizontal field on the right and 95 degrees of horizontal field on the left.
Assessment:
1. Nystagmus.
2. Amblyopia.
3. Iris and retinal defects.
Mr. Wascher has clinical findings that are consistent with the history and examination. Based upon these findings, one can understand why he has difficulties reading small and moderate size print, using a computer, and distinguishing between small objects. As well, it is expected that he would have sensitivity to light if he does not wear sunglasses. His prognosis is guarded. He does not have significant progressive disease except for mild, early cataracts that may become visually significant within the next few years. However, cataract surgery and other interventions are not likely to improve his vision.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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